
Giovanni Di Bennardo, an olive oil maker, plans a sell ing trip to the United States. (Adrian Moser/Bloomberg)

Letter from Europe: Sicilians losing 
faith in United States

SAMBUCA DI SICILIA, Sicily: Beneath the precious fruit of an olive 
tree planted in 1776 outside the mountain hamlet of Sambuca di Sicilia, 
Giovanni Di Bennardo mops summer dust from his brow and explains 
how he'll make it to America.

"I will only go when I'm a rich man," said the 29-year-old manager of Di 
Bennardo Olive Oil in Sicily's Agrigento Province, 90 kilometers, or 55 
miles, south of Palermo. "Young Sicilians are fearful of America 
because America is fearful of outsiders without money."

Di Bennardo's vision of the bankroll required to become a 21st-century American isn't unique 
among young people in this Italian region of some five million inhabitants.

Grand and triumphant tales of their emigrant forefathers no longer resonate amid gnarled olive 
groves and unemployment lines. Now the talk is of a different America, where money rules and 
not everyone is welcome - and of Sicilians staying home.

A century ago, my Sicilian grandfather, Salvadore Di Bennedetto, would have scoffed at Di 
Bennardo's travel requirement.

The impoverished olive grower and stonemason from 
Agrigento was in his early 20s when he immigrated to the 
United States with nothing but raw optimism in his wallet. He 
was part of an exodus of more than 1.5 million Sicilians 
between 1880 and 1930.

Labeled dirty, diseased and mostly anarchist, Sicily's olive-
skinned peasants debarked at Ellis Island speaking Parrati, a 
patois of Italian, Arabic, Greek and a half-dozen other 
languages that evolved into a regional tongue with no future 
tense.

For them, tomorrow was America.

Despite internment camps during World War II, decades of stereotyping and even lynchings, my 
grandfather's generation never lost its belief that America was the greatest place on Earth.

A portion of their zeal was inspired by Philip Mazzei, an olive grower from Tuscany who 
immigrated to 18th-century Virginia. Mazzei became friends with Thomas Jefferson and, as the 
story goes, helped the Founding Father construct the passage "all men are created equal."

Today, as Davide Tidona tells it, that conviction in the Declaration of Independence vanished in 
the fear-mongering aftermath of Sept. 11, 2001.

"It just seems that America is now against everybody who isn't already an American," said 
Tidona, proprietor of the Ibl@Cafe in the village of Ragusa Ibla.

Tidona, 29, reckons the America his relatives told him about as a child has turned into a citadel 
for frightened rich people. "It's no longer possible to go to America and make money," Tidona 
said with a shrug. "My friends and I no longer see any potential for building a life there."

While the U.S. Homeland Security Department doesn't track the number of Italian immigrants 
from Sicily, Joseph Chamie, director of research at the Center for Migration Studies in New 
York, estimates that 300 to 400 a year, at most, have settled in the United States since Sept. 
11.

That's 50 percent fewer than before the terrorist attacks and "a small fraction" of the Sicilians 
who were immigrating to America around 1900, he said.

On a recent visit to the port of Sciacca, John Lonardo, 56, recalled his family's early-20th-
century odyssey. "They left poverty for opportunity, repression for freedom," said Lonardo, 
international vice president of Kerdyk Real Estate in Coral Gables, Florida. "That was the 
message taught."

Giuseppe Friscia, a Sicilian-American stonemason, says rigid immigration regulations and a 
scarcity of work in the United States now keep Sicilians at home, even with unemployment at 
14 percent, more than twice Italy's average of about 6 percent.

Friscia went to Boston in 1968 and founded a small construction company. He returned to 
Sciacca in 2002. "America used to be nice," he says. "Now it's all about money, and the place 
is more dangerous."

Tramping over sharp lava rocks atop Mount Etna, Roberto Caudullo, a 39-year-old geologist, 
says Hollywood fashioned his earliest perceptions of America. Then came Sept. 11 and his 
decision to live under the volcano.

"Now I see America on the TV news and my impression is that America is broken," said 
Caudullo, managing director of the Volcano Trek tour group, based in Catania. "Money is the 
most important part of American life. That's left Americans poor inside and alone with their 
money. I want no part of that."

Di Bennardo, the aspiring oil magnate with two gold loops in his left ear, has what he says will 
make a profit in the United States - "the most expensive olive oil in the world" -allowing him to 
make his first trip and decide whether to stay.

1  |  2  Next Page

Home  >  Europe

By A. Craig Copetas Bloomberg News Published: September 4, 2007

  E-Mail Article

  Listen to Article

  Printer-Friendly

  3-Column Format

  Translate

  Share Article

  Text Size   

Today in Europe
Opposition party of Yulia 
Tymoshenko claims victory in Ukraine

Putin suggests he could become 
prime minister of Russia

Politicus: Assessing Russia's plans 
with a rare fortitude

Back to top

Ads by Google

250 Hotels on Sicily
Book your hotel on Sicily online. Find your hotel on an island map!
www.booking.com/Sicily

bb22 Palermo
Bed & Breakfast di charme a palazzo small beautiful unforgettable
www.bb22.it

Sicily B&b
hand picked boutique hotels in Sicily from thinkSicily
thinkSicily.com

Diving Sicilia Taormina
Diving nella riserva Isola Bella scuba diving taormina
www.diveniketaormina.com

Most E-Mailed
24 Hours | 7 Days | 30 Days

1. The everyman who exposed tainted toothpaste

2. In a land of homemade names, Tiffany doesn't cut it

3. U.S. leads arms sales to developing countries

4. A boy named Godknows: In southern Africa, names that 
say a mouthful

5. UBS writes down $3.4 billion in losses

6. Why big newspapers applaud some declines in circulation

7. UBS AG writes down $3.4 billion in losses

8. Darfur raid kills 10 African peacekeepers

9. Subprime loan crisis causes big problems for Citigroup and 
UBS

10. 2 parties in tight race in Ukraine vote

IHT.com on the go
AudioNews enables you to listen to IHT 
articles on your computer, and create 
custom podcasts for your portable music 
player. Try it now.

Search

Copyright © 2007 the International Herald Tribune All rights reserved

Europe

iht.com Business Culture Sports Opinion
AMERICAS EUROPE ASIA/PACIFIC AFRICA/MIDDLE EAST TECH/MEDIA STYLE HEALTH

TRAVEL PROPERTIES BLOGS SPECIAL REPORTS AUDIONEWS

Morning home delivery - save up to 65%

SEARCH

Please purchase VeryPDF HTML Converter on http://www.verypdf.com to remove this watermark.

Please purchase VeryPDF HTML Converter on http://www.verypdf.com to remove this watermark.

.

k.

http://www.iht.com/pages/index.php
http://www.iht.com/pages/business/index.php
http://www.iht.com/pages/arts/index.php
http://www.iht.com/pages/sports/index.php
http://www.iht.com/pages/opinion/index.php
http://www.iht.com/pages/americas/index.php
http://www.iht.com/pages/europe/index.php
http://www.iht.com/pages/asia/index.php
http://www.iht.com/pages/africa/index.php
http://www.iht.com/pages/style/index.php
http://www.iht.com/pages/healthscience/index.php
http://www.iht.com/pages/travel/index.php
http://www.iht.com/pages/properties/index.php
http://blogs.iht.com/
http://www.iht.com/indexes/specialreports/index.php
http://audionews.iht.com/
http://www.iht.com/subscriptions/index.php
javascript:document.nav_search_form.submit();
http://www.iht.com/cgi-bin/search.cgi?query=By A. Craig Copetas&sort=publicationdate&submit=Search
javascript:pop_me_up('/bin/email.php?id=7373967&code=0&type=Article','email','height=600,width=600,scrollbars=yes,resize=yes');
http://www.iht.com/articles/2007/09/04/news/letter.php?page=1#
javascript:pop_me_up('/bin/print.php?id=7373967','print','height=600,width=700,scrollbars=yes,menubar=yes');
javascript:pop_me_up('/bin/3-col.php?id=7373967','3col','width=980,height=694');
http://www.iht.com/articles/2007/09/04/news/letter.php?page=1#
http://www.iht.com/articles/2007/09/04/news/letter.php?page=1#
javascript:textSize('down')
javascript:textSize('up')
http://www.iht.com/articles/2007/09/04/news/letter.php?page=1#
http://www.iht.com/articles/2007/10/01/europe/01cndukraine.php
http://www.iht.com/articles/ap/2007/10/01/europe/EU-POL-Russia-Putin.php
http://www.iht.com/articles/2007/10/01/news/politicus.php
http://ad.fr.doubleclick.net/click%3Bh=v8/35de/3/0/%2a/k%3B120097406%3B0-0%3B0%3B10388918%3B6734-190/90%3B21874710/21892600/1%3B%3B~sscs%3D%3fhttp://www.monocle.com
http://www.iht.com/articles/2007/09/04/news/letter.php?page=2
http://www.iht.com/articles/2007/09/04/news/letter.php?page=2
http://www.google.com/intl/de_ALL/help/terms_maps.html
http://maps.google.com
http://www.iht.com/articles/2007/09/04/news/letter.php?page=1#top
http://www.iht.com/pages/index.php
http://www.iht.com/pages/europe/index.php
http://ad.doubleclick.net/click;h=v8/35de/0/0/%2a/i;120677461;0-0;0;10388918;933-120/600;21910802/21928692/1;;~sscs=%3fhttp://www.sime.nu/
http://www.iht.com/rss/mostemailedRSS_1.xml
javascript:most_emailed_showContent('1');
javascript:most_emailed_showContent('2');
javascript:most_emailed_showContent('3');
http://www.iht.com/articles/2007/10/01/america/01panama.php
http://www.iht.com/articles/2007/10/01/africa/01names.php
http://www.iht.com/articles/2007/09/30/america/arms.php
http://www.iht.com/articles/2007/09/30/news/journal.php
http://www.iht.com/articles/2007/10/01/business/01ubs-web3.php
http://www.iht.com/articles/2007/10/01/business/01paper.php
http://www.iht.com/articles/2007/10/01/business/01ubs-web.php
http://www.iht.com/articles/2007/09/30/news/darfur.php
http://www.iht.com/articles/2007/10/01/business/web-profits.php
http://www.iht.com/articles/2007/10/01/europe/01ukraine.php
http://audionews.iht.com/
http://audionews.iht.com/
http://pagead2.googlesyndication.com/pagead/iclk?sa=l&ai=BpVHN3hwBR5T4M5jogQPfvvmmDP6viCnGsda9A8CNtwGQoQ8QARgBIO7p-wIoBDgAUKi81KwDYPXlr4H8A6ABlpnn-QOqAQdhcnRpY2xlsgELd3d3LmlodC5jb23IAQHaATZodHRwOi8vd3d3LmlodC5jb20vYXJ0aWNsZXMvMjAwNy8wOS8wNC9uZXdzL2xldHRlci5waHCAAgGpAntzTwXC6Lc-yAKSzfMBqAMB6AOKBugDqwToA7ED9QMABAAA&num=1&ggladgrp=452718886&gglcreat=844864186&adurl=http://www.booking.com/region/it/sicilia.html%3Faid%3D312627%3Blabel%3Dregion-it-sicilia-6eLm3Iyc6cVXTc9*g9QIoAC844864186%3Bws%3Dwww.iht.com&client=ca-iht_js
http://pagead2.googlesyndication.com/pagead/iclk?sa=l&ai=BpVHN3hwBR5T4M5jogQPfvvmmDP6viCnGsda9A8CNtwGQoQ8QARgBIO7p-wIoBDgAUKi81KwDYPXlr4H8A6ABlpnn-QOqAQdhcnRpY2xlsgELd3d3LmlodC5jb23IAQHaATZodHRwOi8vd3d3LmlodC5jb20vYXJ0aWNsZXMvMjAwNy8wOS8wNC9uZXdzL2xldHRlci5waHCAAgGpAntzTwXC6Lc-yAKSzfMBqAMB6AOKBugDqwToA7ED9QMABAAA&num=1&ggladgrp=452718886&gglcreat=844864186&adurl=http://www.booking.com/region/it/sicilia.html%3Faid%3D312627%3Blabel%3Dregion-it-sicilia-6eLm3Iyc6cVXTc9*g9QIoAC844864186%3Bws%3Dwww.iht.com&client=ca-iht_js
http://pagead2.googlesyndication.com/pagead/iclk?sa=l&ai=BQN413hwBR5T4M5jogQPfvvmmDMX1ww6F8_DqAcCNtwHQ6AwQAhgCIO7p-wIoBDgAUJKK8uj9_____wFg9eWvgfwDqgEHYXJ0aWNsZbIBC3d3dy5paHQuY29tyAEB2gE2aHR0cDovL3d3dy5paHQuY29tL2FydGljbGVzLzIwMDcvMDkvMDQvbmV3cy9sZXR0ZXIucGhwqQJ7c08Fwui3PqgDAegDigboA6sE6AOxA_UDAAQAAA&num=2&adurl=http://www.bb22.it&client=ca-iht_js
http://pagead2.googlesyndication.com/pagead/iclk?sa=l&ai=BQN413hwBR5T4M5jogQPfvvmmDMX1ww6F8_DqAcCNtwHQ6AwQAhgCIO7p-wIoBDgAUJKK8uj9_____wFg9eWvgfwDqgEHYXJ0aWNsZbIBC3d3dy5paHQuY29tyAEB2gE2aHR0cDovL3d3dy5paHQuY29tL2FydGljbGVzLzIwMDcvMDkvMDQvbmV3cy9sZXR0ZXIucGhwqQJ7c08Fwui3PqgDAegDigboA6sE6AOxA_UDAAQAAA&num=2&adurl=http://www.bb22.it&client=ca-iht_js
http://pagead2.googlesyndication.com/pagead/iclk?sa=l&ai=BHEOo3hwBR5T4M5jogQPfvvmmDIyRziW4u63cAsCNtwGg_goQAxgDIO7p-wIoBDgAUPX-p4P9_____wFg9eWvgfwDoAGovqv_A6oBB2FydGljbGWyAQt3d3cuaWh0LmNvbcgBAdoBNmh0dHA6Ly93d3cuaWh0LmNvbS9hcnRpY2xlcy8yMDA3LzA5LzA0L25ld3MvbGV0dGVyLnBocIACAakCRvmwvL4mwT6oAwHoA4oG6AOrBOgDsQP1AwAEAAA&num=3&adurl=http://www.thinksicily.com/sicily/en/vacation_rental_sicily.asp%3Fn%3D67&client=ca-iht_js
http://pagead2.googlesyndication.com/pagead/iclk?sa=l&ai=BHEOo3hwBR5T4M5jogQPfvvmmDIyRziW4u63cAsCNtwGg_goQAxgDIO7p-wIoBDgAUPX-p4P9_____wFg9eWvgfwDoAGovqv_A6oBB2FydGljbGWyAQt3d3cuaWh0LmNvbcgBAdoBNmh0dHA6Ly93d3cuaWh0LmNvbS9hcnRpY2xlcy8yMDA3LzA5LzA0L25ld3MvbGV0dGVyLnBocIACAakCRvmwvL4mwT6oAwHoA4oG6AOrBOgDsQP1AwAEAAA&num=3&adurl=http://www.thinksicily.com/sicily/en/vacation_rental_sicily.asp%3Fn%3D67&client=ca-iht_js
http://pagead2.googlesyndication.com/pagead/iclk?sa=l&ai=B4imT3hwBR5T4M5jogQPfvvmmDOqbsTbywbj0AcCNtwGg7w8QBBgEIO7p-wIoBDgAUI7KnNX8_____wFg9eWvgfwDqgEHYXJ0aWNsZbIBC3d3dy5paHQuY29tyAEB2gE2aHR0cDovL3d3dy5paHQuY29tL2FydGljbGVzLzIwMDcvMDkvMDQvbmV3cy9sZXR0ZXIucGhwqQJ7c08Fwui3PqgDAegDigboA6sE6AOxA_UDAAQAAA&num=4&adurl=http://www.diveniketaormina.com&client=ca-iht_js
http://pagead2.googlesyndication.com/pagead/iclk?sa=l&ai=B4imT3hwBR5T4M5jogQPfvvmmDOqbsTbywbj0AcCNtwGg7w8QBBgEIO7p-wIoBDgAUI7KnNX8_____wFg9eWvgfwDqgEHYXJ0aWNsZbIBC3d3dy5paHQuY29tyAEB2gE2aHR0cDovL3d3dy5paHQuY29tL2FydGljbGVzLzIwMDcvMDkvMDQvbmV3cy9sZXR0ZXIucGhwqQJ7c08Fwui3PqgDAegDigboA6sE6AOxA_UDAAQAAA&num=4&adurl=http://www.diveniketaormina.com&client=ca-iht_js
http://www.iht.com/pages/index.php
javascript:document.footer_search_form.submit();
http://www.iht.com/pages/americas/index.php
http://www.iht.com/pages/europe/index.php
http://www.iht.com/pages/asia/index.php
http://www.iht.com/pages/africa/index.php
http://www.iht.com/pages/technology/index.php
http://www.iht.com/pages/healthscience/index.php
http://www.iht.com/pages/sports/index.php
http://www.iht.com/pages/arts/index.php
http://www.iht.com/pages/style/index.php
http://www.iht.com/pages/travel/index.php
http://www.iht.com/pages/athome/index.php
http://blogs.iht.com/
http://www.iht.com/weather/weather.php
http://www.iht.com/pages/business/index.php
http://www.iht.com/markets/indices/worldmarkets.php?region=eur
http://www.iht.com/pages/bloomberg/index.php
http://www.iht.com/pages/yourmoney/index.php
http://www.iht.sp.co.gg/
http://www.iht.com/converter/index.php
http://www.iht.com/pages/opinion/index.php
javascript:pop_me_up('http://www.iht.com/bin/site-feedback.php?d=letters','webhelp','height=450,width=490,scrollbars=no,resize=no');
javascript:pop_me_up('http://www.iht.com/info/masthead.php','masthead','toolbars=yes,scrollbars=yes,width=597,height=640,left=232,top=134');
http://www.iht.com/classifieds/index.php
http://www.iht.com/pages/properties/index.php
http://www.iht.com.masterstudies.com/
http://www.ihtinfo.com/pages/about.html
http://www.ihtinfo.com/pages/advertising.html
http://www.ihtinfo.com/pages/events.html
http://www.ihtinfo.com/pages/press.html
http://www.iht.com/pdfs/frontpagepdf/europefrontpage.pdf
http://www.iht.com/pdfs/frontpagepdf/asiafrontpage.pdf
http://www.iht.com/indexes/partners/index.php
http://www.iht.com/info/mobile.php
http://www.iht.com/rss/index.html
http://audionews.iht.com/
http://www.iht.com/info/mobile.php#avantgo
http://www.netvibes.com/iht
http://www.iht.newsstand.com/ee
http://www.iht.com/emailalerts/signup.php
http://twitter.com/iht
http://www.iht.com/indexes/articleindexes/index.php
http://www.iht.com/indexes/topten/index.html
javascript:pop_me_up('http://www.iht.com/bin/sudoku.php','sudoku','width=788,height=600');
http://blogs.iht.com/tribtalk/technology/lab/
http://www.iht.com/subscriptions/index.php
javascript:pop_me_up('http://www.iht.com/bin/site-feedback.php','webhelp','height=450,width=490,scrollbars=no,resize=no');
http://www.iht.com/info/site-index.php
http://www.iht.com/sitemap/index.html
http://www.iht.com/info/termsofuse.php
http://www.iht.com/info/contributor.php
http://www.iht.com/info/privacy.php
http://www.verypdf.com
http://www.verypdf.com


Giovanni Di Bennardo, an olive oil maker, plans a sell ing trip to the United States. (Adrian Moser/Bloomberg)
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faith in United States
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Light, fruity and priced at �70, or $95, a bottle, all 500 liters, or 132 
gallons, of Di Bennardo's Superior Extra Virgin Olive Oil flow from trees 
between 100 and 300 years old.

Di Bennardo says the 1776 tree will contribute about four liters of oil to 
the 2007 Superior vintage, the bulk of which was purchased months ago 
by Julius Baer Holding, the Zurich-based private banking and asset-
management firm.

With options for 2008 Superior-vintage oil in hand and 20,000 liters of his Premium-brand oil 
arriving by cargo ship, Di Bennardo's inaugural trip is set for January.

"America doesn't want to invest in immigrants,"Di Bennardo says of his immigration policy. "It 
wants to spend money on a quality brand of foreign olive oil. That's what I intend to give them."
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